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BECAUSE THEY HAVE DEDICATED THEIR LIVES TO THE 
INSTRUCTING AND INSPIRING OF THOSE STUDENTS WHO 
ENTER THE PORTALS OF ST. VINCENT’S ACADEMY ... 

BECAUSE THEY POSSESS A STEADFAST FAITH IN THE 
STUDENT, AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF HER POINT OF 
VIEW AND HER DIFFICULTIES ... 

BECAUSE THEY HAVE LOYALLY BEFRIENDED AND WISELY 
COUNSELED THOSE NEAREST THEIR HEARTS ... 

WE IN A LOVING YET HUMBLE ATTEMPT TO EXPRESS OUR 
GRATITUDE IN WORDS THAT WILL ENDURE. DEDICATE 
THE 1954 VINCENTIAN UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION TO OUR DEVOTED DAUGHTERS 
OF THE CROSS. 
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SISTER BERCHMANS, D.C. 

SISTER LAURENTIA, D. C. 

SISTER ROSE MARIE, D. C. 

SISTER EUGENIA, D. C 



FATHER KEVIN NOWLAN, S. J. 





THROUGH THE OPEN DOOR OF ST. VINCENT’S 
ACADEMY. ENTER GIRLS TO BE PREPARED TO TAKE AN 
ACTIVE PART IN THE WORLD WITHIN. THROUGH THE 
GUIDANCE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE CROSS. THESE 
GIRLS ARE MOLDED INTO LOVELY LADIES OF STRONG 
CHARACTER, LOFTY IDEALS. AND WORTHY AMBITIONS. 
THUS ARMED, STUDENTS LEAVE THESE PORTALS, TO FIND 
THEIR PLACES IN THE LARGER WORLD OUTSIDE . . . 































SENIORS OF 1954 


OFFICERS 


Theresa McMichael 

President 

Mary Jane Wright 

Vice President 

Dion DeLouche 

Secretary 

Prances Porteous 

Treasurer 

Patsy Bott 

Councilor 

Marilyn Quinn 

Councilor 

MOTTO 

‘Love Conquers All 

FLOWER 

Yellow Rose 

PATRON 

Mystical Rose 

COLORS 

Gold, and White 













JANE ADAMS - 4 years 


Debate (1); Flammette (3); French Club President 
*54; R.K.L. (3); Vincentian Associate Editor *54; 
National Honor Society *Miss School Spirit* *54; 
Quill and Scroll *54. 




CAROLYN BECKETT - 11 years 

Choir (4); R.K.L. (4); Sodality (4); National Honor 
Society Loyalty Award *51; First Place Humorous 
Reading *52; Declamation Contest Winner *53; 
Pelican GirPs State Alternate *53- 




PATSY BOTT - 12 years 

Sodality (4); Basketball (3); Softball (2); Volley 
Ball (1); Freshman Class Treasurer; Sophomore 
Class President; Junior Class Secretary; Senior 
Class Counsellor; Mardi Gras *52. 















SHIRLEY BROSSETTE - 10 years 
Sodality (2); Basketball (2); Softball (2). 


CLAUDETTE BUSS - 8 years 

Debate (1); Red Cross (1); R.K.L. (1); Sodality 
Candidate (1); St. John’s Cheerleader *52; Mardi 
Gras *53- 




ANTIONETTE CAPLIS - 13 years 

Choir (2); R.K.L. (3); Sodality Candidate (1); St. 
John’s Homecoming Court *51; St. John’s Foot¬ 
ball Sweetheart ‘52. 






ISABELLE CHAMPEAUX - 4 years 

Flammette (2); News Editor *54; Sodality (3); 
Vincentian *54; Sophomore Class Treasurer; Quill 
and Scroll *34. St. John’s Band Sweetheart—*54 




PAT CURRIE - 3 years 

Flammette (1); Red Cross (1); R.K.L. (1). 


JESILIN DANIELL - 13 years 

Choir (3); Debate (1); Flammette (2); News Editor 
May *53; National Honor Society (2); R.K.L. (2); 
Sodality (4), Treasurer *53, Vice-Prefect *54; Vin¬ 
centian Business Manager *54; Delegate Pelican 
Girl’s State, House of Representatives; Grailville 
Conference *52, *53; Quill and Scroll *54. 












DION DE LOUCHE - 12 years 

Debate (4), Treasurer *54; Flammette (2), Editor 
May 53; R.K.L. (2); Sodality (4), Spiritual Chairman 
*54; Vincentian Class Editor *54; Freshman Class 
Secretary, Senior Class Secretary; SVA Sodality 
Oratorical Contest *51; Vignettes *52, *54, Grailville 
Conference *53; Mardi Gras *53; Quill and Scroll *54. 




ROSE MARIE DISTEFANO - 10 years 

Flammette (1), Associate Editor *54; Red Cross (1), 
Secretary *54; R.K.L. (3); Sodality (4), Reporter *53, 
Recording Secretary *54; Vincentian *54; Freshman 
Class Counsellor; Typing Award *53; Quill and 
Scroll *54. 






MARY DAPHNE DOYLE - 2 years 
Sodality (1); Basketball (2); Volleyball (1). 




ANN FERGUSSON - 12 years 

Choir (2); Debate (2); National Honor Society (1); 
R.K.L. (4), Library Conference '53; Sodality (4); 
Pelican Girl’s State Delegate, House of Repre¬ 
sentatives; Vincentian Business Manager *54; 
Quill and Scroll *54. 




DELPHINE FEY - 4 years 
Typing Award f 52. 



NORA FERNANDEZ - 2 years 
Red Cross (1). 



I 







THERESA JOHNSON - 12 years 
Sodality (4) . 









MARJORIE JUNE - 2 years 




PATRICIA McDANIEL - ll years 

Choir (2); Flammette (1); Red Cross (1), Treasurer *54; 
Candidate Sodality; Vincentian *54; St. John’s 
Cheerleader *52; Mardi Gras *52. 
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THERESA McMICHAEL - 13 years 

Debate (2); Secretary *54; R.K.L,. (4); Sodality (4); 
Vincentian *54; Sophomore Class Secretary; Junior 
Class treasurer; Senior Class president; Mardi 
Gras *52; Loyola Debate 2nd Place *53; S.L.I. 
Debate 1st Place *54. 









JOAN CLEM ME LAN CON - 11 years 

Choir (3); Debate (1); Red Cross (2); R.K.L. (1); 
Sodality (3); Sophomore Class Secretary; Music 
Club Secretary *51. 


GAIL MARTIN - 11 years 

Choir (3); R.K.L. (4), President *54; Sodality (4); 
Vincentian *54. 




SYBIL MONROE - 5 years 

Choir (1); Debate (1); 2nd Place After Dinner Speak¬ 
ing *53; 2nd Place Humorous Reading *53. 



ANNE NOWERY - 13 years 

Debate (4), Treasurer *53; National Honor Society 
(2); Red Cross (1); R.K.L. (2); Sodality (4); Junior 
Sodality Prefect *51, Spiritual Chairman *32, *53 f 
Prefect *54, Spanish Club Secretary *54; Vincentian 
Ass*t. Feature Editor *54; Freshman Class Vice- 
President; Sophomore Class Vice-President; Junior 
Class President; SSCA Delegate *51; N.H.S. Leader¬ 
ship Award *51; SVA Oratorical Contest *52, Ruston 
Debate Winner *52; Class Favorite *52, *53; Grail- 
viile Conference *52, *53; Sparklet *53; Pelican 
Girl’s State, House of Representatives. 
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FRANCES PORTEOUS - 5 years 

Debate (4), Secretary *53, President *54; Flammette 
(1); French Club Vice-President *54; R.K.L. (3); 
Sodality (4); Vincentian *54; Freshman Class Presi¬ 
dent; Senior Class Treasurer; Class Favorite *51; 
Declamation Contest *52; Homecoming Court *52, *53; 
SVA Oratorical Contest *53; Loyola Debate 2nd Place 
*53; Softball *53; S.L.I. Debate 1st Place *54. 



< 


EMILY PAWLOW - 3-1/2 years 










MARILYN QUINN - 12 years 


Choir (3); Flammette (4), Feature Editor *52; Forum 
Latinum President *54; National Honor Society (1); 
R.K.L. (3), Secretary *54; Sodality (4), Catholic 
Action Correspondent *54, Social Chairman *54; 
Vincentian Editor *54; Junior Class Vice-President; 
Senior Class Counsellor; SSCA Delegate *51, Reli¬ 
gion Award *53; Pelican Girl’s State Delegate, 
Chief Justice of State Supreme Court, Pelican Girl’s 
State Counsellor *54; SVA Voice of Democracy 
Winner *54; Quill and Scroll. 







MARIE RINAUDO - 12 years 


Debate (3); Flammette (3); R.K.L. (3), Treasurer *51, 
Counsellor Jr. R.K.L. *54; Sodality (4); Vincentian 
Feature Editor *54; Freshman Class Counsellor; 
SSCA Delegate *52; Religion Award *52; Pelican 
Girl’s State Alternate; National Honor Society 
Courtesy Queen *54; Quill and Scroll *54. 


f 






MARY MARGARET ROACH - 5 years 

Debate (2); Flammette (1); R.K.L. (3); Sodality 
(4); Vincentian '54* 












GLORIA ROBLETO - 2 years 
Typing Award *53* 




BARBARA ROSS - 10 years 

Choir (4); R.K.L. (3); Sodality (4); Vincentian *54; 
2nd Place Declamation 1 51; S.L.I. Reading Award 
*52; All State Chorus *53. 


VILMA SALAZAR - 1 year 
Red Cross (1); Vincentian *54. 







IDA \ E SISSON - 1 year 
BasketbJl (1); Softball (1). 



PATSY SAVOY - 12 years 

Choir (4); Sodality (4), Secretary Jr. Sodality. 



NADINE WILSON - 11 years 

Flammette (2), Art Editor *54; Red Cross (1); R.K.L. 
(2); Sodality (4); Vincentian *54; SSCA Delegate *52; 
Quill and Scroll *54. 












EDNA MAXINE WOODWARD - 3-1/2 years 

Basketball (3), Captain '52, Lettered '53; Softball 
(1), Captain '53, Lettered '53; Volleyball (1). 



.ELLA MARIE WOODWARD - 2-1/2 years 
Basketball (2); Softball (1), Volleyball (1). 










MARY JANE WRIGHT - 10 years 

Debate (3); Flammette (3), Co-Editor May *53, 
Editor *54; R.K.L. (3); Sodality (4); Vincentian *54, 
Senior Class Vice-President; Scholarship Winner *52; 
Ruston Debate Winner *52; Pelican Girl's State 
Alternate; St. John's Homecoming Queen *53; Quill 
and Scroll *54. 


SISTER MARY JOHN 


MISS BARBARA SCHROEDER 










SENIOR CLASS HISTORY 

In 1942, the Seniors as first graders, full of eagerness and awe, entered the door of St. Vincent's 
Academy to begin their school careers. Their love of the school in all its facets deepened with the joy 
that each new season brought. The Halloween Bazaar, the Pageantry of Christmas, Valentine parties, 
Easter-egg hunts, Spring festivals, and May-pole Petes - all these events shaped the lives of the Class 
of ‘54. The formation of Brownie and Girl Scout troops taught them organization and leadership, and the 
importance of cooperation, thus preparing them to meet the greater obstacles and triumphs of high school. 

Climbing that extra flight of stairs was a mile stone in their lives. Hie thought of the process they 
were about to experience filled them with wonderment. For, in six short years, they were to be molded 
into lovely ladies, well-equiped to cany the standards of St. Vincent’s. They watched their prede¬ 
cessors - determined to develop in themselves the qualities that keep the St. Vincent’s girl on a pedestal. 

Their abilities and potentialities were evident in their early dramatic productions: among them ‘The 
Witch’s Curse’, ‘Faust’, and ‘Romeo and Juliet’. They were initiated into the delights of senior high 
school, and in the same year were received into the Sodality of Our Lady. The acquisition of the motto 
to which they nave clung throughout high school made the Freshman year an epochal one. ‘Love Conquers 
All’ has bound stronger the ties among classmates and between the class and the school. 

They enjoyed their first Prom after months of anticipation. Then, climaxing the Junior year, was 
the reception of the rings. The class initiated the beautiful chapel ceremony of blessing the rings, which 
Drought about a realization of the full spiritual significance of being a Senior. 

In September, the Seniors took the reins, and drew up plans for the year ahead. They successfully 
initiated their Freshmen by pointing out the ideals St. Vincent’s expected of them. Determined to cap 
their Senior year with a Vincentian, they sponsored an ad campaign that won the support of the whole 
student body. Led by this class, the whole school worked together for the success of the Bazaar and 
pageant. They won the privilege of presenting a skit in honor of Our Lady of Prompt Succor. 

Vigorous participation has always been a hallmark of this class. This enthusiasm has produced 
debate, oratorical, and declamation winner. For outstanding service in the field of journalism, ten 
were awarded memberships in Quill and Scroll. Seniors have fostered the organization of a form of 
student participation which has brought back the Vincentian State ratings. With the help of the four 
Senior members, the National Honor Society is now an active factor in the school. 

The school has felt the hand of this class guiding them into channels of spirited cooperation. But 
back of every accomplishment are those who have held this hand through the years - their sponsors. 

Now these girls must leave St. Vincent’s; they must face the world, act on their convictions, and 
stand by their ideals. Throughout their lives, in success and in failure, they will remember their years 
at St. Vincent’s; years that taught them of God, of mankind, of themselves. The Seniors hope that when 
future students pass the plaque in the hall, they will pause and feel just a little vacuum along with 
memories of the Class of 1954. 







O God, please grant that when 
These walls that sheltered me 
And set out with a life to weave — 
And start my quest for Thee— 

That I may wield the gift of truth 
And firm on my convictions stand, 

And not forget the deams of youth, 
Shaped by St. Vincent’s guiding hand. 




















I SPEAK FOR DEMOCRACY 

At the door of democracy, the forces of evil batter - but the door yields not, for it is strong. This 
barrier has held its own against these forces on countless occasions. As long as the American people 
desire its protection and reinforce it with their support, democracy will not fail them. 

For as the citizen is dependent upon democracy so also is democracy dependent upon the citizens. 
The keystone in the arched doorway of democracy is faith - the faith of a people in its leaders, in its 
government, and its God. On such faith was democracy founded and on such faith has it thrived. Without 
a flawless keystone an archway will crumble; without faith a democracy will falter and fail. 

Equal opportunity forms the framework for democracy’s door. In America, every citizen is important. 
The farmer, the manufacturer, the business man, the professional - all are dependent upon one another to 
support the giant framework of democracy, every man, woman, and child fits; the failure of one to fulfill 
his duties may very easily weaken the entire structure. 

Democracy hinges on freedom of speech and freedom of the pre^s. As a door cannot swing without 
hinges, democracy cannot function without those freedoms, for the tongue and the pen are the people’s 
instruments of expression. Democracy encourages every citizen to make use of the^se tocla of truth, to 
'present his ideas by means of books, newspapers, radio, television. No citizen of a democracy is afraid 
to speak or publish his opinion, for the laws of his country guarantee him this right. 

Initiative is the knocker on this strong gateway. Anyone may wield his influence and knock on 
democracy’s door. Citizens of a democracy are urged to develop qualities of leadership, to exercise 
their God-given rights, for their advantage and that of all the people. 

American education provides a peek through the keyhole of democracy a look into the workings of 
our own government, a look into the affairs of other nations of the world, a look to be taken at face value 
and used to advantage. A democratic education broadens the citizen’s outlook and directs his mind to 
channels of tolerance and understanding. His education illustrates to him that there is always room for 
improvement. 

A citizen of a democracy steps over the threshold of political freedom each time thai he exercises 
his right to vote, in city, state, or national elections. 

Religious freedom is the foundation upon which the entire structure rests, the base of a well-rounded 
democracy. Upon belief in God, and freedom to worship Him according to the dictates of conscience, 
depends the basic strength of any nation. 

Freedom from fear is the key to democracy for no democracy can exist where there is fear. Opened 
by confidence, democracy’s door swings ajar smoothly, because all the rage and panic of fear are lost 
against the strength of this mighty portal. 

This door, labeled democracy, leads to a better life, to a brighter future, to a broader and more last¬ 
ing influence than any other path the world of today can offer. For those who walk through that door and 
carry with them the principles of true freedom, the door of democracy offers a ray of hope, a promise of 
a finer, better ordered world. 

America as a nation cannot walk through that door. Each American must take the vital step for him¬ 
self, to discover within those portals the full rich significance-of being an American. 

Bloodshed, strife, weakness, treachery, hate, slink out as the door of democracy closes with a ring¬ 
ing finality. There is no room within a well-ordered democracy for these forces-they must give way to 
harmony, co-operation, strength, loyalty and love. Accompanied by these virtues, lasting peace will 
enter in triumph through democracy’s door. 

Yes, the forces of evil batter at the door of democracy, but the door yields not, for it is strong. This 
barrier has held, and will hold its own against those forces. As long as the American people desire its 
protection and reinforce it with their support, democracy will not fail them. 

MARILYN QUINN 

School Vinner of Voice of Democracy 1953 




JUNIORS 

OFFICERS 


Ruth Velotta 

President 

Barbara Biscomb 

Vice President 

Nancy Collett 

Secretary 

Nancy Means 

Treasurer 

Pat Daly 

Councilor 

Marilyn Cloutier 

Councilor 

Mary Cousin 

Councilor 

MOTTO 

‘Love Serves' 

FLOWER 

Lily 

PATRON 

St. Joseph 

COLOR 

Gold and Brown 




Pat Anders on 

’Seek ye first the kingdom of 
heaven.’ 



Betty Aubrey 

’Success comes in cans.’ 


/ 


>- 
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inda Barton 

’Look up and be thankful for 
t ie good that yet remains.* 


Barbara Biscomb 

'Let us do as much good as we 
can for we may never pass this 
way again.’ 


Shirley Bredigan 

'Minds are like parachutes. They 
function only when open.’ 


Nancy Brosette 

’I would be true for there are 
those who trust me.' 



Pat Burleson 

’Keep true to the dreams of thy 
youth.’ 


Joyce Burton 

'The soul is dyed the color ol 
its leisure thoughts. 



Marilyn Cloutier 

'Know thyself and wisdom will 
be thine.' 



Nancy Collett 

'A flower cannot bloom without 
sunshine; man cannot live without 
love.’ 



Mary Cousin 

'True friends are like jewels; 
rare, but oh so precious.’ 



Pat Daly 

’He who lives for self alone 
is left alone.* 



Juanita Deboben 

'Self-trust is the first secre' 
of success.’ 


Agnes Dice 

'The Kingdom of God, 0 man, 
requires no other price than myself.' 












Carolyn Frazier 

'The future lies not in the hand 
of fate— but in ourselves.* 


Gail Goetz 

'Faith and Hope are the parents 
of Love.* 



Mary Ann Gorton 

'To thine own self be true...* 



Gail Hunt 

'God writes straight with crooked 
lines.* 


Margaret Jackson 

'He guides the humble injustice, 
He teaches the simple his way.' 



Leah Kanapky 

'What does it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and suffer the 
loss of his immortal soul.' 



Anne Kelly 

'The future depends upon the 
pre sent.* 


Evelyn Landers 

'A good name is better than a 
precious ointment.* 


Sandra Mangan 

'Serve all, but love only one.* 



Angie Marsiglia 

'Charity envies not.* 



Nancy Means 

'Joy is the echo of God’s 
love in our hearts-' 



Ellen Messmer 

'Live truly and thy life shall 
be a great and noble creed.' 



Georgia Ann Middlebrooks 

'If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that 
believeth.' 


Pat Miller 

'So long as we love, we serve; 
so long as we are loved by others 
we are indispensible; and no man 
is useless while he has a friend.* 













Shirley Ann Moulard 

'Ever upward, step by step/ 





Patricia Ann Nasser 

'Ask and it shall be given you; 
seek and you shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened to you/ 



Sybil Pistorius 

'Smile and the world smiles 
with you, weep and you weep alone.* 


Marklyn Prudhomme 

'Love is love's reward/ 



Jackie Robertson 

'Let's be gay while we may/ 



Marie Scalco 

'Today is yesterday’s pupil/ 


Sara Jane Schwing 

'Faithful love of God/ 


Helen Shepherd 

'This is the day which the Lord 
hath made, let us be glad and 
rejoice therein/ 



Edna Sheri ing 

'Rich or poor, according to 
what he is; not what he has/ 



Barbara Ann Sisson 

'Enjoy yourself; its later than 
you think/ 



Rita Tuberville 

'Look up, love, laugh,and lift/ 



Ruth Velotta 

'Let a fool hold his tongue and 
he will pass {or a sage/ 



Frances Welsh 

'It is better to have loved and 
lost, than to never have loved 
at all/ 



Sarah Whelan 

'Silence is golden, but speech 
is silver/ 






LOVE SERVES 

Back in the year of ‘51 
When we, the Juniors, were very young 
The Seniors of that year of bliss 
Willed us a motto that goes like this - 

‘Love Serves' 

So now for the past three years 

We have lived this motto through laughter 
and tears 

And when we leave our hallowed school 
We'll go through life with this dear rule - 

‘Love Serves’ 

Pat Anderson 


LOVE SERVES 

Since our school is dear to our hearts we, 
Juniors, have tried to serve it as best we could 
in our own simple way. 

Because of our motto, and to show our 
appreciation for all they have done for us, our 
class annually honors its mothers with a party. 

We continue the tradition of taking our 
Christmas tree to a needy family. We also con¬ 
tribute boxes of food at various times. 

We love our motto and it holds a special 
place in each Junior's heart. At times, when 
we feel ourselves slipping we think of it and 
what it implies. It inspires us to repair mis¬ 
deeds and strive to give more service to the 
school. 

Under its inspiration we have whole¬ 
heartedly participated in the Red Cross mem¬ 
bership drives, the various projects sponsored 
by the Sodality and other organizations in the 
school. We have initiated and carried on the 
Friday night dances, the school sweater and 
emblem drives, and many other things of lesser 
importance. We have even learned to lose 
with a smile. 

With our motto there to guide us, who 
tcnows what we can accomplish next year? 

Evelyn Landers 



‘TO ERR IS HUMAN' 

If this old saying is true, the Junior class 
is certainly human. Time and time again, the 
class has fallen but picked itself up slowly 
or quickly to begin again. But failures, if 
properly used, prove stepping stones to true 
success, and may become parts of treasured 
memories. Outstanding ‘Stones' along our 
path are: 

1. Coke bottle throwing contests 
in the spring of ‘53 

2. Brief lapse from our ideal during 
the controversy over Mardi Gras 
theme in ‘54 

3. Wrangling from September until 
March before deciding upon our 
Mother's party. 

4. Christmas celebration of ‘52 when 
Mary Ann Gorton became a living 
Christmas Tree. 

5. ‘Herman', Angie's cow, humming 
bobby pins, unannounced radio 
programs, impromptu singing 
practice, Evelyn's unusual response 
to class roll call, contests of 
strength, wasps in the Pontine, 
window gazing, and the thousand 
and one things that kept us at odds 
with faculty members and companions 








SENIOR RINGS 

‘He's here, he's here!' 

Resounded through the hall. 

‘Who's here, who's here?’ 

Came back the friendly call. 

‘Why the ring man of course!’ 

And the Juniors gave a cheer. 

Hie time had finally come 
Long-awaited through the year. 

With joy filled hearts and bated breaths 
Ttoey gasped and oh'd and ah'd 
And quickly chose their Senior rings 
By giving one quick nod. 

They settled back to wait 
For that much looked-to spring 
When they become the Seniors 
And wear their own class ring. 

Pat Anderson 


6. Bible quotations, the unit on Heaven 
and Hell, and themes assigned with 
a view to direct our minds to more 
serious thinking followed various 
escapades. 


Learning correct values, even though it was 
the hard way, we have used each experience to 
mould and strengthen our characters, and we 
hope that our Alma Mater one day will be proud 
to claim us as her own 


Mary Ann Gorton & 

Nancy Collett 


CLASS SPIRIT 

A spirit like the Junior’s couldn't be found. 

If you spent days and days just looking around. 
No Junior would pause for a moment to rest, 

If it meant that her class would fail to be best. 

In the stamp drive the Juniors were first because. 
They were willing to work for a worthy cause. 
This is but an example of what can be done, 

When the Juniors decide on a goal to be won. 
Their's is a class-wise, alert, and alive. 

So hurrah to the Seniors of ‘55’! 


MEMORIES 

I wonder if we shall always remember: 

the jolly little things that happened this year- 

the surprise candy party in the basement 

the lollipops, the pictures, the loud Junior cheer. 

Will we ever think of all the fun we had: 

cleaning up after our Friday night dances, 
pushing that long broom, gathering coke bottles, 
speeding the parting guest, heeding sister’s 
meaningful glances. 

What about the Mothers' Christmas party: 

the breakfast, the medals, the songs so gay; 
the unanimous choice of class rings, 
the fun we had together every day? 

Much joy has come to us this year 

much more than any of us deserves. 

We have learned that we are happier 

when guided by our motto ‘Love Serves'. 

Nancy Means 


Sandra Mangan 










SOPHOMORES 


OFFICERS 


Elaine Schexnaidre 

President 

Lynn Wilcox 

Vice President 

Janet Turgeon 

Secretary 

Loretta Caplis 

Treasurer 

Paula Martin 

Councilor 

Irene Crofton 

Councilor 

MOTTO 

‘We Serve In Hope 

FLOWER 

Ivy 

PATRON 

Sacred Heart 

COLOR 

Green and White 





Jane Appleby 
'N'Orleans' 


Katherine Austin 
'Kay' 


Guynell Bales. 
'Guy* 


Patricia Ann Blanchard 
‘Pat’ 


Ann Bohan 
'Andy' 


Gloria Johne Cano 
‘Cano* 


Loretta Caplis 
'Lobo' 


Kathleen Conly 
'Booby' 


Patricia Cranford 
'Patsy' 



Irene Crofton 
'Dink' 


Ann DeFatta 
'Doc' 


Judy Dozier 
'Judy ’ 


Judith Ginaine 
'Judy 


Penelope Hawkins 
'Penny' 








Zina Hengy 
•Lee 


Pauline Houser 
'Polly’ 


Donna Jones 
’Dodo’ 


Jo Ann Kelly 
•Joe' 


Jeannette King 
‘Net’ 


Nanette King 
‘Honey’ 


Frances Lachle 
‘Frankie’ 


Theresa Landers 
‘Terry’ 


Beverly Linhares 
Bevy’ 


Paula Lynn Martin 
‘Gaoby’ 


Doris McGee 
‘Dot’ 


Anna Rose Messina 
‘Rusty’ 


Gail Marie Monsour 
‘Monsco’ 


Patsy Nackley 
‘Dale’ 



f 



















Val Marie Nectoux 
'Rufus' 


Nancy Roberts 
'Scottie' 




Margaret LeBlanc Phelps 
'Mugs' 


Charlene Parisy 
'Chicken' 


Martha Silber 
'Marty' 


Patricia Shelton 
'Patsy' 



Veronica Porteous 
'Ronnie' 


Esther Ruth Stokely 
'Goldilocks' 



Ginger Rambin 
'Tinker' 


Janet Ellen Turgeon 
'Jan' 










THE MOST UNFORun ITABLE CHARACTER 


Everybody has friends, whether they’re close ones or just * 
acquaintances. But everybody’s good friend around St. Vincent’s 
is a girl who may be short or she may be tall. Her hair could 
be blonde, brunette, or red. Her figure is either just right, a 
bit thin, or pudgy. She comes from innumerable places and pos¬ 
sesses innumerable traits. She is witty, she is clever, she is 
serious, she can be mischievous or angelic. She has a golden 
voice, is gifted with the pen, and her interpretation of Shake¬ 
speare is something not to be scorned. 

One of her best qualities is her closeness to the Sacred 
Heart, her class patron. She looks to Him for help, and He 
acrompanies her constantly. 

She may have her faults such as forgetfulness, overdue 
oooks, a disorderly locker, or loudness at times, but she’s 
still a friendly person and delightful company to all: full of 
jokes, laughter, and seriousness all at the «ame time. 

She carries on an interesting, well-rounded conversation 
thanks to her ever-reading and reminding sponsor. 

This year she leads a very active life. She gave a party 
on October for her class and the corresponding class of St. 
John’s. Her *1 Speak for Democracy’ didn’t place first, but 
it did make the finals offering excellent competition. Shortly 
afterwards, the ’Star Rangers* made their debut in Mother 
Elizabeth’s Feast Day Program. She lent her time and effort 
toward the success of the Mother’s Club Bazaar. On December 
8, the beginning of the Marian Year, she held her head just 
a wee bit higher as she was one of those who finally became 
full-fledged members of the Sodality. 







She played the part of a charming actress in the Christma 
Pageant, doing her part for the Sodality and orphans. She worke» 
behind stage and on the ticket sales. She was mighty prouc 
when one of her fellow classmates placed first in the Flammettc 
short story contest. Around this same time she contributed tc 
a drive held for clothes, food, and toys—bringing joy to a needy 
family. 

For the school Christmas party she helped to form a living 
tree and candles while reciting ‘The Night Before Christmas.* 
At the Epiphany Dance she twirled among the rest of the Soda- 
lists. 

As usual, in Declamation she participated, doing her best 
in representing her class 

Her school activities include Sodality, where she strives 
to practice the motto, 'To Jesus through Mary*; Choir, in which 
she chants Gregorian like a Seraphim, but doesn’t forget her 
be-bop; Journalism, the subject in which she aims to bring 
Christ to fellow students through Christian literature; Debate— 
here her gift of gab really pays dividends, for she helps to 
bring home a number of valuable trophies; R. K. L., where she 
renders service to her fellow students by assisting in the 
library. 

This year you mignt not notice her very much, as she is 
an in-between class which is often out of the limelight in high 
school. But that doesn’t stop her—she still tries hard—she 
'Serves in Hope* for the Sacred Heart, her class, and her school. 


Yes, - - - - the most unforgettable character you k ve met is a 
SOPHOMORE!!!! 
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FRESHMEN 


OFFICERS 


Patsy Moran 
Kathleen Welsh 
Mary Hope Sherman 

MOTTO 

FLOWER 

PATRON 


President 

Vice President 

Secretary-Treasurer 

‘A Just Man Lives By Faith' 

Daisy 

St. Joseph 





Jean Akins 


Rose Cimino 



Lucy Anderson 


Sylvia Cloutier 


Margaret Anderson 


Rosemary Crofton 


Miriam Ane 


Barbara DeFatta 


Beverly Blandino 


Marilyn DeFatta 


Frances Bustillo 


Sammie Fay DiFulco 


Joan Candella 


Julia Lee Ethridge 


Virginia Catanese 


Winifred Fair 

























Mary Margaret Farmer 


Peggy Ann Linxwiler 


Jfc 


Lou Ann Fleming 


Kay Foster 


Kitty Gauthier 


Diane Hendricks 


Marie Homot 


Paula Kendall 


Roberta Lorant 


Marie Maranto 


Elvie Jean Mathis 


Patsy Moran 




Theresa Moscato 


Rosemary Pasquier 







Nelwyn Leone 


Patricia Putch 














Rita Putch 


Paulette Sisson 





Maty Lu Provedor 



Rose Theresa Rinaudo 


Cecille Roy 




Mary Agnes Sava 



Naomi Sewell 


Mary Hope Sherman 


Christina Simkins 


Blanca Zepeda 



Joerita Stanford 


Mary Ann Stephens 



Frances Tynan 



Mildred Van Veckhoven 


Kathleen Welsh 


Prudence Whitelev 



Maxine Zem 


Jill Young 








ST. JOSEPH 


St. Joseph was a good and holy man and one we should all copy. But most important he was 
known as the silent man of the Bible. 

His part in Christ’s life was wonderfully great and important. But still there is no recorded 
word he ever spoke in the Bible. 

When it came time for our class to choose a patron, there was a lot of discussion, but we 
finally decided on St. Joseph. And we all agreed his life is really one to follow. 



Elvie Jean Mathis 

‘....Books are instruments of learning.' 


Jean Akins 

‘....Books are a source of better living.' 


Mary Agnes Sava 1 jm.JHHB 

....Knowledge helps to develop our personality and broaden our vocabulary.' 

Kay Foster 

‘....Autobiographies are sometimes even more exciting than mystery books, for we know that 
they are true and we can follow their example.’ 

Sammie DiFulco 

‘....The books in the library are open doors to knowledge. The doors are unlocked, ready for 
any willing hand to open, but we must do the opening.' 

Jill Young 

‘...,-We should explore out of fiction into real and timely problems. We don’t really realize it 
now but in order to be able to overcome our problems of tomorrow we must know the problems of 
today.’ 

Mary Ann Stephens 

‘....Non-fiction will give us a lasting knowledge of the world in which we live - which is cer¬ 
tainly better than lukewarm entertainment.' 


A JUST MAN LIVES BY FAITH 


Our great nation was founded by Faith: 

-Faith in God. 

-Faith in Ourselves. 

-Faith in our fellow men. 

-Faith in Freedom. 

Upon these faiths rests the foundation, the strength, and the security of our nation today. 

Our forefathers possessed faith, they lived by it—they fought for it—and died to foster it. 
They certainly must have been just to possess such faith. 


Peggy Ann Linxwiler 



CAN YOU IMAGINE: 


Nelwyn keeping quiet one minute? 

Jill in a desk and keeping in it? 

Frances Tynan with a frown? 

Beverly letting Sister Agnes Ruth down? 

Mary Agnes ‘blowing her top'? 

Barbara Jean handling a mop? 

Rita with one hair out of place? 

Sylvia without her pretty face? 

Patsy without her sunny disposition? 
Rosemary C. not on a worthy mission? 

Marie Maranto without brains? 

Marie Hornot without her pains? 

Joan wearing the same dress twice? 
Winifred Fair not being nice? 

Marilyn six feet tall? 

Joerita not playing ball? 

Kathleen without her ‘funny face'? 

Mary Ann dolled up in lace? 

Diana being a menace? 

Mary Hope not dreading the dentist? 

Roberta acting on a stage? 

Virginia in a fit of rage? 

Pat not as neat as a pin? 

Margaret without her men? 

Prudence with a big deep voice? 

Lucy without her smile of choice? 

Frances B. dying without a groan? 

R. T. going anywhere alone? 

Mary Margaret minus curly hair? 

Elvie Jean not being fair? 

Kay not acting like a lady? 

Paulette sitting with a baby? 

Miriam Ane tall and thin? 

Mildred V. not taking gym? 

Sammie Faye afraid of mice? 

Carole throwing dice? 

Rosemary without her glasses? 

Naomi Sewell skipping classes? 

Paula with all her French done? 

Kitty in the habit of a nun? 

Christina with curly locks? 

Cecile with colored socks? 


Theresa without her purse? 

Jeannie driving a hearse? 

Mattie Lou judging a court? 

Maxine not engaged in sport? 

Peggy without a helping hand? 
Julia playing drums in a band? 

Rosie not sweet as she can be? 
And if you can imagine 
M E 

Lou Ann Fleming 



INITIATION 


We were funny, we were keen 
You'd look at us and scream. 

We had a jolly, good time; 

For much less than a dime. 

We lowly freshman will remember 
That happy day in September. 

The ‘dinks' were a bright idea 

For the Seniors thought of it, my deah! 

Lou Ann Fleming 

They were cute 
All yellow and white 
To tell you the truth 
On me t'was a sight 

Winnifred Fair 

I liked initiation, oh, so fine! 

I wish 'twas here just one more time. 

The Seniors were good to me I know. 

That's the reason I like them so. 

Paulette Sisson. 

'Twas a good thing, I really must say, 

We knew our Seniors before that day, 

They did anything that suited their mood 
Such as feeding us raw eggs and baby food! 

Jill Young 








EIGHTH GRADE 


Kay Blanchard 
Marie Goebel 
Charlene Atkins 
Rita Po^-jcus 


OFFICERS 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


MOTTO 

FLOWER 

PATRON 

COLOR 


'Live, Labor and Laugh' 
Morning Glory 
Mary, Queen of the Angels 
Blue and White 



Charlene Atkins 


Angelina DePatta 





Norma Bauman 


Kathleen Blanchard 


Sammie Brocato 


Rose Marie Brossette 


Marjorie Crofton 


Minnie Culotta 


Camille Danna 


Connie Marie Fulco 


Lynn Evans 


Rita Findley 


Margaret Gabour 


Molly Ginaine 


Marie Goebel 


Dayle John 





















Judy June 


Margaret Lemley 


Susan McKean 


Janelle Mayeux 


Jeanette Mayer 


Noni Ann Miller 


Diane Montgomery 


Peggy Phillips 


Rita Porteous 
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Peggy Posey 


Charlene Putch 


Sandra Querbes 


Helen Reagor 



Frances Scalco 


Frances Stephens 


Alice Whelan 












Elaine Zem 


Elizabeth Young 
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work 
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ON BEING AN ANGEL 
Peggy Phillips 


To be an angel is especially hard for us mortals, unless, of course, we take a bit after the 
Littlest Angel, whose greatest talent seemed to be disturbing all Heavenly peace.* 

To be an angel one must be perfect — well, almost, and I am sure on one on earth is that 
good. Dear fellow-mortal, do YOU remain properly and sweetly devout through, say, the entire 
Rosary, or the solemn moments of Holy Mass, without your truant thoughts skipping off to a 
dream-world filled with new dresses, parties and 'divine* eats, dates with your hero, and on 
ad infinitum? 

Another point to consider is that angels are so amazingly and discouragingly prompt. They 
always do what they are supposed to do just at the right moment, and never put off until to¬ 
morrow as some of us do. 

Would be angels, do you keep your eyes and ears open at all times, so that never once must 
you offer the all-too-human excuse, 'Sister, I didn’t know,* or *1 forgot*? 

Now comes the acid test: angels seem to know and say only the loveliest things about 
others. Now you know how extremely difficult that is for some of us. One of our worst faults 
seems to be talking about others. I wonder what really would happen*if the angels would gossip. 
That is impossible to imagine, though, because to speak and think ONLY loving thoughts is 
so truly Heavenly, that to think of Heaven is to forget at once all such discordant, hurtful thoughts. 

I suppose the people on earth nearest to being angels are those who have to put up with us, 
with our half-hearted, stumbling, and sometimes foolish efforts at being angels. You know, 
perhaps it would be better just to give up the idea of becoming angelic and try the very best 
we can to fill each day with doing the little things asked of us joyfully and lovingly. 

So if you are trying to be an angel, do not give up. You may never be an angel but at least 
you will become a saint. 










* Mary, Our Mother and Guardian’ 



Maiy, Queen of Heaven, 

Of earth and everywhere, 

Help us, please, and guide us, and 
Hear our fervent prayer. 

We are but wicked sinners 
So sinful and distressed, 

So keep us ever close to thee, 

O Mother Mary blessed. 

Please guide us along this path 
Which is so very, very long. 

And keep us ever ready 

To do the right and not the wrong. 

So that when our journey’s ended, 

We may come to rest with thee, 
And enjoy thy radiant beauty 
For all eternity. 

Marie Goebel 



CHARITY 

Noni Ann Miller 


Charity is love: love of God and of our neighoor. It is the virtue by which we express our 
love for humanity, and it stands as a meeting place for all who think it is ’more blessed to give 
than to receive.* 

Charity fills our heart and mind with peace and joy. It is the virtue which binds heart to¬ 
gether, communities, nations. Only when our wills are one with the Divine Will do we know true 
peace; only when we experience true peace do we know real joy. This is the virtue which is 
absent from the world to-day, which is the solution to all of the UN’s problems. Only when 
individuals bring peace to their own hearts will the world know peace. Truly ’Charity begins 
at home.’ 

Another beautiful effect of charity is mercy. Mercy is that virtue which inclines us to sym¬ 
pathy and benevolence towards our suffering and needy fellow-man. When we help our fellow- 
man, we are really helping Jesus Christ. He said, ’Whatsoever you do to the least of these my 
brethren, you do unto Me.* Mercy moves us to give alms to those in need, to spread kindness and 
good cheer and encouragement to the sad and disconsolate. All of the spiritual and temporal 
works of mercy are the effects of charity. Our Lord said, ’Love your enemies, do good, and lend, 
Ylo^ hoping for any return, and your reward shall be great, and you shall be children of the Most 
High for He is kind towards the ungrateful and evil. Forgive and you shall be forgiven; give and 
it shall be given to you.* 

Charitv is Queen of all virtues. It alone remains eternally. 
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ANGELIC SPIRITS 

Hie little white spirits with soft fluffy wings; 

All children exclaim: "Hiey’re such beautiful things!' 
Floating through clouds on a bright shiny star 
Only few can picture how spotless they are! 

Their behavior is perfect, their manners unspoiled, 
And their beautiful souls remain white and unsoiled. 

They tell us to 'hitch on to the stars'. 

Aim higher than the mark; 

For that's the only way, they assure us 
To keep from being left in the dark. 

So let us try to be ANGELS, 

And try persistently. 

And maybe, if we strive hard enough 
We'll be the GIRLS we ought to be! 

JanelJe Mayeux 



BOOKS 

Marie Goebel 

Have you ever heard the expression, 'Books are the gateway to knowledge'? Perhaps you 
have, but never really thought on it seriously. 

Our minds are restless and ever in search of Truth. Books are the friends and guides that 
bring us to that knowledge, to those truths which will prepare us to take our place in the world 
In later life that we might become apostles of Truth. We might compare this world to a dark 
forest amid swamplands holding many unexpected dangers and perils. Paths and roads are 
treacherous and uncertain. We must blaze a trail through this unfriendly, unfamiliar woodland. 
Books are the kindly guides that show us the way. 

Through books we come to the knowledge of great men and women, whose courage and faith 
inspire us and spur us on to great deeds of nobility and service. The history of their lives and 
times teach us, inspire, and motivate us. 

What little progress would the world have made without the aid of books! It is not unlikely 
that it might be one in which talents would be yet undeveloped and unexploited, one with tallow 
candles for light, oxen, horses and mules for transportation, one without radios, telephone, 
airplanes, and endless other marvelous inventions. 

Only the incredibly lazy or stupid could fail to see and take advantage of books. It becomes 
our duty to read, that we might know our heritage, that we might prepare ourselves to carry on 
the leaders of the world of tomorrow 











THE DOOR STANDS OPEN FOR A GIRL TO TAKE HER 
PLACE IN ANY ACTIVITY THAT SHE MAY CHOOSE. 
























ATHIETICS 

ON THE COURT 





The ‘SAINTS’ with their coach, Mrs. L. S. Hooper, Jr. - Front row: Barbara 
Sisson, G; Kay Austin, G; Maxine Zem, F; Ida Mae Sisson, G; Judy Dozier, F; 
Nancy Roberts, G; and Millie VanVeckhoven, G. Back row: Mrs. Hooper, Coach; 
Agnes Dice, G; Joerita Stanford, G; Ann DeFattTa, F; Edna Woodward, F; Ella 
Woodward, F; Linda Barton, F; and Patsy Bott, Captain. Not pictured is Anne 
Kelly, G. 



Coach Hooper, Campti, 
Louisiana. In the back¬ 
ground is Lou Beth 
Bogues, assistant coach 
on the trip to Campti. 



Tlie ‘SAINTS’ in action at 
Princess Park. 



Referees are Mr. M. 
Chivers, Mr. E. Dees, 
and Mr. T. Elkin who 
called the games in the 
tournament at Campti, 
Louisiana. 
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The Choir under the direction of Sister Rose Marie provides music for all school functions. 


1954 marked an outstanding season for St. Vincent's Chorus Angelorum. 

The Christ the King ceremony at the Shreveport Ball Park was the occasion of the choristers first 
public appearance. 

The group's rendition of the musical score for the annual Christmas Pageant was widely acclaimed. 

Mary Cousin and Barbara Ross attended the All-State Chorus Convention in Lafayette, representing 
our choir. 

Climaxing weeks of strenuous practice, was a train journey to Baton Rouge, where their organization 
gave a special exhibition. 

As a fitting close to a busy year, the Choir sang for Baccalareate and Graduation. 



Barbara Ross and Mary Cousin represented the High school piano students give private recitals. 
Chorus Angelorum at the All-State Chorus 









Let it be known a woman who is beautifully self-expressed is* guaranteed self-success. She recognizes 
that entrenched error, prejudice, self-interest, conceit, doubt, fear, desire, and ignorance are barriers to con¬ 
viction. She overcomes these obstacles and becomes a woman capable of standing on her own two feet. 


Yes, through the compelling hand of debate-procedure she is capable of leaving her sheltered Alma Mater 
to face the challenge of a ruthless, demanding world. She has acquired a staunch, indisputable tone which 
persuades her listerner to hold her convictions as strongly as she holds them, to feel them as vividly as she 
feels them, to believe them as deeply as she believes them, to act upon them as sincerely as she acts upon them. 


Debate and speech today are no longer the classic features of old. The art of public speaking is moie popu¬ 
lar and potent today than ever before. More than once the fate of a nation has been determined by an oration or 
a debate. However, debate, oratory, and speech are not arts limited to the gigantic problems posed by a nation, 
but rather can be and are focused on the development of characteristics such as poise and personality. There 
two qualities, can be the most powerful combinations on earth, more attractive than the magnet, more glowing 
and penetrating than radium, more deeply charged with subtle and mysterious energy than electricity. But their 
power is dormant and futile with living speech. 

Reasoning and logic are other attributes developed in the interested speech and debate student. Ability to 
pick the true from the false, to discard the useless and irrelevant is necessary and imperative to the success of 
a woman's career. In debating and oratory, she deals with vital public questions as she must deal later with 
national and world events. She witnesses history in the making. Through earnest and diligent debate and speech 
study, a student is capable of developing her poise and personality, a sound structure for thinking and reasoning, 
and a basis for broadening her interests. 

Thus, it is evident that debate is not an organization for irresolute, shallow individuals who would engage 
in its projects as a mere diversion, but rather an organization for energetic, enterprising persons who diligently 
strive to beuet themselves and society. 
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FOREIGN UEUfm 



Jane Adams, President; Frances Porteous, Vice-Pres 
Mary Cousin, Secretary; Frances Welsh, Treasurer. 



Latin Forum Officers: Marilyn Quinn. 

Praetor; Veronica Porteous, Scriba; Ann 
Fergusson, Jane Appleby, Counsellors. 


FRENCH 

Every student of French is eligible for 
membership in Le Cercle Jeanne d'Arc. This 
organization promotes the wider use of the 
FYench language by the first-year students. 

A French Bingo taught them numbers and 
prizes such as a pin from Brittany and a water- 
color map of the Provinces were an incentive 
to quick thinking. 

Everything from enthusiastic conversations 
in French to a quiet session of listening to 
Bizet's 'Carmen' enlivens the process of 
learning this fascinating language. This con¬ 
versational fluency and awakening of interest 
is the aim of the French Club. 


LATIN FORUM 

The Latin Forum is an organization affili¬ 
ated with the Latin Class; it's membership 
consisting of all Latin students. This organ¬ 
ization serves to bring about a better appre¬ 
ciation of the Roman civilization as an inspir¬ 
ation to modem life. 

Pursuing this purpose, the Forum makes 
studies of Roman life, literature and culture. 

Throughout the year, the club has remained 
active through many interesting as well as 
Educational projects including plays, songs, 
and drawings. By combining merry-makipg and 
study, the Forum can well be labeled a happy 
and well-informed group. 



Spanish Club Officers; President, Maru 
Ginaine; Secretary, Anne Nowery; Treasurer, 
Gail Goetz. 


SPANISH CLASS 

ES VERDAD that this year has been most 
enjoyable for the Spanish Class. Perhaps it 
is Sister Rita's cheerful smile and persevering 
attitude on their attempts to speak the language 
that compel their interest. There are verbs to 
be conjugated, nouns, pronouns and preposi¬ 
tions to be learned yet they are never to busy 
to break pinatas, play records, sing songs and 
play games. The frowns which come from the 
subjunctive mood quickly turn into smiles as 
they begin to sing 'Te Quiero' or other Spanish 
songs. This Spanish Class even has a room 
of their very own. 









Freshmen French class plays Bingo. Caroling the greetings of Noel to the French sisters 

in the laundry. 



Spanish Club learns with records. Spanish students enjoy pinata party. 
















Society members turn thespian, with a 
dramatic presentation entitled ‘How 
Not To Act/ 




At Christmas, the Society decorated 
the main hall on third floor. 


NBTIONRL HONOR SOCIETY 


The National Honor Society creates an enthusiasm for scholarship, stimulates a desire to render 
service to the school, promotes worthy leadership, and develops character in the students of the American 
Secondary Schools. 

To become a member you must maintain a scholastic average of 85^, take an active part in school 
activities and render some special service to the school. Membership in this organization is one of the 
highest honors that a high school student can attain. 



In November, the National Honor Society unveiled its 
first project of the year, a Courtesy Drive. Posters 
designed by the members urge the student body to 
‘mind those manners’. 


The Courtesy Court which climaxed the two week 
campaign included Queen Marie Rinaudo; Miss 
School Spirit, Jane Adams; Maids, Marie Goebel, 
Frances Tynan, Janet Turgeon, Frances Welsh. 



Pat Daly, Jesilin Daniell, Ann Fergusson, Nancy Means, Anne Nowery, Marilyn Quinn, Helen Shepard 
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RFD CROSS 





Sister Berchmans Landers 

Sponsor President 


In many towns there are Junior Red Cross organizations. These units are composed of 
children who want to do their part to help others. These children are learning everyday not 
only to think of themselves, but to think of others also, and to lend a helping hand. If we lend 
our helping hand to others, God will lend His to us. 

This brings us to the point of our Red Cross, which under the direction of Sister Mary Berch¬ 
mans, has been very active during the past year. 

This group sponsored the Red Cross enrollment drive—at Christmas time stuffed animals for 
the children at the Veterans 1 Administration, together with beautifully decorated pine cones— 
also creatively made were Halloween, Valentine, and Easter favors. 

All of the useful projects to which the students willingly donated their time as well as ser¬ 
vices throughout the year were distributed to the local hospitals and the Old Folks Home. 

Every member in the school belongs to this organization. This work encourages students to 
share with those in need and gives valuable training necessary in later years. 

In answer to the question, 'Why belong to a service club?' each member from the very youngest 
to the oldest has learned that when you do something for the Red Cross, no matter what it is, it 
means a happy smile on someone’s face—and a happy feeling in your heart. 


MEMBERS 


B. Biscomb 

N. Fernandez 

E. Landers 

A. Robson 

J. Burton 

K. Foster 

P. McDaniel 

V. Salazar 

M. Crofton 

C. Frazier 

E. Messmer 

S. Schwing 

R. Crofton 

C. Pul co 

P. Miller 

L. Valladares 

R. M. Di Stefano 

M. Goebel 

G. Robleto 















OFFICERS: Gail Martin, President; Nancy 

Collett, Vice-president; Marilyn Quinn, Secre¬ 
tary; Paula Martin, Treasurer. 




WISDOM 

from the past . . . 

KNOWLEDGE 
from the future . . 

The Library is essential to every insti¬ 
tution of learning, for here the wisdom of all 
the ages is preserved and passed on to newer 
generations. 

Under the supervision of Sister Agnes Ruth, 
R. K. L., has done much in spreading the im¬ 
portance and significance of the library through¬ 
out the school. The aims and ideals of this 
service organization are summed up in the 
words: *to read, know, and love good books...' 

The members take a great pleasure in 
generating a spirit of love for good, Catholic 
reading. A highlight to every meeting is a 
book review given by a member or a guest 
speaker. They are constantly on the alert 
for ways in which to better the service in the 
library. Each girl aids in the circulation 
department, in shelving, in filing, and in typing. 

The projects of the year are many and 
varied, the major one being the Student Direc¬ 
tory. Each of the undertakings attempts to 
develop the student's initiative, further her 
education, develop right habits, attitudes and 
ideals in working toward a worthy goal, and 
to co-operate with the school. 


Teen-age librarians convene. 



Students do research work. 





















Marian Year Display 


Upon joining R. K. L. new members take 
a pledge to fulfill duties willingly, faithfully, 
and diligently, and to uphold at all times the 
rules and regulations of the school and library. 

At joint meetings with other groups, ideas 
are exchanged and methods for bettering co¬ 
operation and participation are adopted. 

In order to make the organization as strong 
as possible it has been divided into two groups, 
one for the older girls and a junior section for 
the Freshmen. In this way the younger mem¬ 
bers can learn the fundamentals of library 
work, and prepare themselves well for their 
future membership. 

As secretary of the Louisiana Teen Age 
Library Association, R. K. L. has proved both 
its leadership and importance. With its set of 
high ideals and worthy purposes this service 
group will soar to greater heights in spreading 
the use of so vital a part of our education. 




Jr. R. K. L. learns music appreciation. 



Jr. RKL Players onstage 






















The school paper, FLAMMETTE, provides an outlet for the journalistic talent in the school. 
The staff, headed by Mary Jane Wright, Editor, and Associate Editor, Rose Marie DiStefano, 
includes Isabelle Champeaux, News Editor; Nadine Wilson, Art Editor; Sybil Pistorious Feature 
Editor. Patsy Bott, S)orts Editor; Photographer, Georgia Ann Middlebrooks; Special Reporters. 
Carolyn Frazier, Elaine Schexnaidre, Pat Anderson, Jane Adams, Marilyn Quinn, Marie Rinaudo; 
Other reporters, Jesilin Daniell, Gail Monsour, Barbara Biscomb, Edna Sherling, Theresa Landers, 
Ellen Messmer, Penny Hawkins. Evelyn Landers, Margaret Phelps, Pat Blachamd, Juanita 
Deboben; Circulation Managers, Bette Aubry, Mary Margaret Roach. Cecile Roach, Sammie Fay 
DiFulco, Pat Nassei, Cub reporters, Donna Jones, Jane Appleby, Patsy Nackley, Ann Rose 
Messina, and Pat Currie. 










Work on the Marian Year VINCENTIAN was launched on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
under the patronage of Our Lady. 

The initial step in planning this publication was a series of Saturday morning meetings, in which 
a group of interested students exchanged ideas and cast the deciding vote on the layout of the 1954 
VINCENTIAN. 

Christmas holidays found an enthusiastic crew diligently preparing copy for the seemingly distant 
deadline. On March 19, the staff breathlessly packaged their precious pages for shipment. 

Besides the Editorial staff, other appointments included: Dion DeLouche, Mary Ann Gorton, Anne 
Nowery, Gloria Robleto. 












VINCENTIAN STAFF 



Editor: Mary Jane Wright 
Assistant Editor: Rose Marie DiStefano 
Feature Editor: Sybil Pistorius 
Artist: Nadine Wilson 
Typists: Isabelle Champeaux 
Patsy Bott 

Photographer: G. A. Middlebrooks 




Editor: Marilyn Quinn 
Associate Editor: Jane Adams 
Feature Editor: Marie Rinaudo 
Business Managers: Ann Fergusson 
Jesilin Daniell 
Artists: Nadine Wilson 
Vilma Salazer 
Isabelle Champeaux 
Photographer: G. A. Middlebrooks 


QUILL AND SCROLL 


At Christmas, 1953, ten Seniors received Quill and Scroll recognition for their industrious 
application of journalistic training and talents. Quill and Scroll is an International Honorary 
Society for High School Journalists. 



Quill and Scroll members received pins at a special ceremony. Members are: Jane Adams, Isabelle 
Champeaux, Jesilin Daniell, Dion Delouche, Rose Marie DiStefano, Ann Fergusson, Marilyn Quinn, Marie 
Rinaudo, Nadine Wilson, Mary Jane Wright. 










STUDENT COUNCIL 



Student Council: Front Row, Left to Right; Kay Blanchard, Elaine Schexaidre, Theresa McMichael, 
Ruth Velotta, Patsy Moran; Second Row; Marilyn Quinn, jesilin Daniell, Lynn Wilcox, Dion 
DeLouche, Mary Jane Wright, Ann Nowery, Barbara Biscomb, Frances Porteous, Patsy Bott. 


Closer school unity and co-operation are the chief aims of the new Student Council. At the beginning 
of the school year the Seniors worked on plans for a student participation program. Later, a committee 
of Senior class officers, Prefect and Vice-Prefect of the Sodality and Presidents of the other senior high 
classes met. They outlined their ideas and presented them to Sr. Cornelia for approval. 

The plan was approved and the above girls, plus the Vice-Presidents of the upper classes, were in¬ 
stalled into the organization as the recognized officers. Each girl took a pledge to support and help 
fulfill the aims of the Student Council. 

Student Council, sponsored by Sr. Cornelia, has carried out many worthwhile projects in the past-year 
and has been a big help in uniting the faculty and student body. 






THE SODALITY OF OUR LADY OF THE PRESENTATION 
IS THE KEY TO THE DOOR OF STUDENT LIFE .... 





























In some parts of the world Sodalists are called Children of Mary. It implies that same devoted care 
by Mary upon which Christ depended. It suggests all the gracious love that exists between a mother and 
her children. It turns isolated human beings into members of the Holy Family, since with Mary for our 
Mother, Christ at once becomes our brother, and with renewed faith we acknowledge God as our beloved 
F ather. 

Not only are we companions of Our Blessed Lady; we are companions in Our Blessed Lady, a mili¬ 
tant body of Catholic women bound together by common interest and enthusiasms under the battle stan¬ 
dard that flies above our heads and by our frank determination as comrades in spiritual arms to win the 
field for Christ the King and establish the Kingdom of God everywhere and for all times. 


The sodalists began their fruitful year by the installation of the new-elected officers, who, bound 
by a special loyalty and honor, promised to promote the good of the Sodality. 



Sodality Officers: Ruth Velotta, Treasurer; Nancy Collett, Publicity Chairman; Marilyn Quinn, 

Social Chairman; Pat Daly, Corresponding Secretary; Rose Marie Di Stefano, Recording Secre¬ 
tary; Anne Ncrwery, Prefect; Jesilin Daniell, Vice Prefect; Dion DeLouche, Spiritual Chairman; 

Helen Shepard, Apostolic Chairman; Nancy Means, Catholic Truth Chairman. 

The organization began immediately to operate through four big fields; The social, intellec¬ 
tual, civic, and the spiritual. 

The social field attempts to teach the students a way in which to enjoy good, clean, whole¬ 
some entertainment; and to invite Christ to all social events, by offering up all preparations in 
His Name. 


A Halloween party was the first main event in which this committee planned a get-together 
for Sodalists. It proved a most appropriate way to get back into the swing of school, studies, 
and activities. 



On December 8, after the reception of the candidates into the Sodality, this enthusiastic 
group prepared and served a breakfast for the new Sodalists. 







To celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, a beautiful dance was held for Sodalists and other students. 
This was the main attraction of the year, sponsored by the social committee. Blue lights and a star- 
studded ceiling transformed the school gym into a glittering ballroom, thus revealing the theme, ‘STARS'. 
The dance rated as a big success. 



In the intellectual field of the Sodality, our minds are trained to recognize the finer things in life and 
to subordinate all things to our ultimate goal, God. 


Each month an ‘Outstanding Sodalist' is chosen from the group. The girl winning this title can be 
very proud, because she is strictly graded on her everyday conduct, attitude, and the performance of daily 
duties—the marks of a true Sodalist. 


During the course of the year, St. John, Byrd, and St. Vincent's held many joint-Sodality meetings. 
These consist of a holy hour followed by discussions on various subjects of importance. Every month a 
different Sodality sponsors these meetings. 

On March 6, the Sodality participated in the annual convention held in Alexandria. 

Many favors have been granted during the course of the last century through the intercession of Our 
Lady of Prompt Succor. The students of St. Vincent's have a special devotion to our Lady under thi?; 
title and made a novena in her name. As a fitting climax, a tableaux, depicting the story of our Ladv 
was presented by the Senior Class, who merited the most points. 








The Sodality’s work in the civic field deals with the betterment of the general public. One of the 
biggest campaigns occurred during Christmas season, when all urged the materialistic fcorld to 'Put 
Christ Back Into Christmas’. 


The successful Christmas card sale proved a close race and aroused much competition and enthu¬ 
siasm among the girls. The Freshman Class topped the school. 

The traditional Thanksgiving Baskets were given to needy families again this year. Canned goods 
and other food for the baskets was the admission fee to a movie, *Mr. Emmanuel’, sponsored by the 
Sodality. 

For the benefit of the Missions, a Stamp Drive was organized. The students responded whole-hear¬ 
tedly toward this worth-while project, with the Juniors leading by a large margin. 

Prayers of the propagation, asking Mary to bless our country, and to make it a more peaceful place 
in which to live; and asking her to protect, us, her children, from all evils in the past, and those to come 
in the future; form a part of the morning prayers. 

*Our Lady of the Crossroads* was the beautiful pantomine pageant presented by the Sodality under 
the direction of Sister Helen Marie. Students and faculty devoted much time and labor and made this 
event the loveliest of the year. 



Last, but most important, comes the spiritual part of our lives. The goal is at a fuller knowledge of 
Christ, a closer union with the liturgical life of the Church, a growth in the spirit of prayer and in all 
that concerns the Christlike virtues in the souls of the independent Sodality members. 

Christ, the King, was honored with an impressive ceremony in which the entire student body parti¬ 
cipated. One representative from each class placed a vigil light before the Sacred Heart Statue. The 
lights, one burned during the months that followed, a perpetual love token from the school. 

^ith the Advent season arrived the beautiful wreath. Every morning during prayers one girl, chosen 
by lot, lit a candle to burn through the day-a reminder of the Advent spirit, and the approaching coming of 
Christ. 










The Socialists ushered in the Marian Year by receiving the worthy candidates into Our Lady's Soda¬ 
lity on December 8. 



Christmas found the girls expressing the season's spirit with the annual Christmas Rose Ceremony. 
The birthday gift to the Infant Jesus consisted of a beautiful red rose and the spiritual bouquets known 
as the Advent Acts. One member from each class made the official presentation while the group sang 
the familiar Christmas carols. 



After mid-term exams Father Severin, O. F. M. conducted a profitable day of recollection and helped 
the students start the new semester afresh. 

As a final tribute to Mary and a fitting close to the Sodality year, Mary was crowned Queen, by the 
prefect of the Sodality at an impressive Mass held at the grotto. Catholic belief has always maintained 
that, body and soul reunited, Mary was crowned as Queen of Heaven and became the protectress of earth, 
the beautiful intercessor between her beloved children and Christ her eldest Son. 













FROM THE OPEN DOOR, MANY PATHS LEAD THE STUDENT 
TO THE VARIED ASPECTS OF A WELL-ROUNDED LIFE ... 



















Each summer, four St. Vincent's delegates attend Pelican 
Girl s State in Baton Rouge. These girls are carefully chosen 
from the Junior class on the basis of leadership ability. Those 



privileged to attend the 1953 session were Anne Nowery, Jesilin 


Daniell, Ann Fergusson, and Marilyn Quinn. 

The week-long schedule at Pelican State includes speeches 
and lectures by prominent officeholders and authorities in the 
fields of law and government. It also includes a complete 
pattern of government at work, re-enacted by the girls themselves 
and climaxed by the election of teen-age officials who govern 
for a day. The campus of Louisiana State University is trans¬ 
formed into a mythical 49th state during the girls' stay. 

Upon arrival, participants register to vote in one of two par¬ 
ties, the Federalists or Nationalists. The teen-age politicians 
test their initial strength in city elections. Many a pack of gum 
is consumed at what in adult political circles would be called 
'smoke-filled rooms'. Nominations are followed by intensive 
campaigning, with rallies, speeches and all the other usual 
pre-election activities. 




Campaigning for state offices starts almost as soon as the 
young citizens arrive at the State site. Gubernatorial candidates 
organize their supporters in their bids for nominations. Party 
caucuses are held and platforms adopted. 

The eve of the State elections finds the Staters taxing thei* 
ingenuity to the fullest, staging demonstrations for their can¬ 
didates. As in real life, the divided factions of the primaries 


have closed ranks behind their ticket for the general election. 



Flection Eve 'hoopla' often outdoes the real thing. Brass bands, 
'oster-toting paraders and oratory make the campus ring. 

Adding .a final touch of realism to the program, officials of 
the pseudo-state literally take over Louisiana's towering Capitol. 
The young governor is sworn in, and the House and Senate, 
elected by the Teen-agers convene in the House Chambers. 
St. Vincents was well represented at the Inauguration. As 
Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court, Marilyn Quinn ad¬ 
ministered the Oath of Office to the young governor, while 
Anne Nowery, Ann Fergusson, and Jesilin Daniell occupied 
seats in the House of Representatives. 



Pelican Girl’s State alternates, Marie Rinaudo, Chief fustice Marilyn Quinn swears in the 

Carolyn Beckett, Patsy Bott, Mary Jane Wright. Governor of Pelican Girl’s State 














Coach Moran crowns Queen Mary Jane Wright. 



Queen Mary Jane and Ellen Messmer, Football 
Sweetheart. 




Maids: Loretta Caplis, Frances Forteous, Mary Jane Wright, Ellen Messmer, Sybil Pistorius, and Veronica Porteous. 













































Climaxing weeks of preparation, the Sodality Christmas presentation brought forth the real spirit 
of the season. The legend of ‘Our Lady of the Crossroads’ unfolded before spellbound audiences the 
story of a medieval miracle. 



Long ago, legend said, in a 
certain far-off land, good King 
Wenceslaus built a roadside 
shrine as a monument to his son, 
killed in the Crusades. And legend 




also said that the beautiful statue 
of the Madonna would sometime be 
touched by a miracle and would 
breathe and speak- a-living woman. 













But only on a Christmas Eventide 
when the perfect gift is laid at 
her feet. And our story tells us 
that on one chill Christmas Eve, 
many took gifts to the Madonna- 
carollers and shepherds, a wise 
man, a Princess, a court jester, 
and the King himself- but only 
Myra, a poor woman, gave the 
the Perfect Gift. That gift was¬ 
her only child. And the Miracle at 
last touched the Lady of the Cross¬ 
roads who became a living woman 
for a few holy moments and blessed 
the assembled multitude, and 
returned the child to its Mother's 
arms, while the chimes rang in a 
new Christmas Day. 

Touched by an almost magical 
feeling, and stirred by the angelic 
music of the Choir, the audience 
was transported from a lavish 
castle to a crude stone hut in the 
forest, and then to the hillside 
shrine of the Madonna. As the 
faithful made their way up the hill, 
the stars twinkled in the sky over¬ 
head and the scene had the en¬ 
chantment of a frosty winter night. 

At last, in the Nativity scene, 
while the voices of the Choir 
exulted and swelled in ‘Adoramus, 
Domine’, many choked back tears 
for they truly felt 'the glory of the 
only-begotten of the Father - full 
of grace and truth'. 







THROUGH THE DOOR OF EACH CLASSROOM ENTERS ONE 
GIRL WHO IS A SPECIAL FAVORITE WITH HER CLASSMATES. 



Janelle Mayeaux Mary Hope Sherman 

Eighth Grade Freshman 











Paula Martin Gail Goetz 

Sophomore Junior 



Anne Nowery 
Senior 
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Miss Marilyn Quiim 


Miss Frances Porteous 



Miss Gail Martin 























































































Miss Dion DeLouche 


Miss Patricia Bott 


























































CASTING A BACKWARD GLANCE THROUGH THE OPEN 
DOOR .... 
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FOREVER AND EVER 

FOREVER AND EVER WE’LL LOVE YOU, 

ST. VINCENT’S, WITH A LOVE THAT’S TRUE 
WHEN WE’RE AWAY, WE’LL REMEMBER THE DAY 
WE LIVED AND LOVED AND LEARNED THROUGH YOU 
THE LIGHT IN YOUR CHAPEL WILL GUIDE US, 

WE’LL SEE IT SHINING FROM AFAR. 

KEEP IT EVER BURNING BRIGHTLY, 

IT WILL ALWAYS BE OUR GUIDING STAR. 
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In Any Language ... 

A Job with SOUTHERN BELL 

Means a Good Future! 
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SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
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Forest Park Inc. 


FORETHOUGHT IS THE BEST POLICY 


A beautiful section for Catholic Families on the Father Roulleaux property is in use. 


ST. VINCENT BETWEEN CLAIBORNE ANI) OCKLEY 
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Meat 


Company 


SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 


TELEPHONE 5-3262 


SCXJTHERN MJSIC COMPANY 
(Nick Putch) 

1900 Alston Phone: 3-1266 

24-hour service 

"We rent for parties and install 
on commission, all types coin opera¬ 
ted amusement devices", 

MJSIC FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
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M Co4*" is o rtgitfered trade mark 


Coke is at its delicious best when 
served ice-cold. Keep it in the 
coldest spot in your refrigerator. 


•OTTKD UNOIS AUTHORITY O* IMf COC ACOlA COMPANY IV 
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OSCAR OSORIO 
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A SOUND BANK 
CONNECTION 

is an asset in business life! 

Regardless of your financial status 
or the type of work you plan to do, 
C-N-B can assist you in many ways: 
As guardians of your money ... with 
checking and savings accounts ... by 
offering business and personal loans 
. . . and by serving as counsel in your 
financial affairs. 

bmmercial 

’^fWational Bank 


Main Office—Texas at Edwards 
Milam Street Branch—527 Milam St. 
Fairfield Branch—on Fairfield Near Jordan 
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Best Wishes From 


‘YOUR CHEVROLET DEALER’ 
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311 EDWARDS STREET 


SHREVEPORT, LA. 
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Sign of Service- 
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The electric switch is the sign 
of good service for electricity 
is on the job every minute to 
serve your every need. 
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SAVINGS 

CHECKING 

LOANS 

FINANCING 

SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES 

nununn 

jUD TIIIST^BlCI. 



401 MILAM ST. 


Ph. 3-4171 


Fair Grounds Branch, 3020 Missouri Phone 2-1159 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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GLOBE 


SUPPLY 


COMPANY 


"IT'S CHEAFER TO RH;T THAI! TO O'. IN" 


NEW AND USED OILFIELD SUPPLIES 
RENTAL DRILLINS, PRODUCTION AND FISHING TOOLS 


main orrice 
2050 N. MARKET ST. 

Shreveport 90, Louisiana 
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The 

Brewster 

Company 


OF SHREVEPORT 


Manufacturers of 

Fine Drilling Equipment 


Since 1910 
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SUPERIOR IRON WORKS & SUPPLY 


COMPANY, INC. 


OIL & GAS WELL SUPPLIES 


1202-1204 Marshall Street 


Shreveport, Louisiana 
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COMPLIMENTS- 



Sstatt C/xcHancje, 


A Friend 

City Market 

Cardinal Cleaners 

Ruthie and Nancy 

Reliable Food Market 

DeFatta’s Grocery and Market 

Jimmy Jones Conoco Service Station 

Shreveport Truck Rental Company 

Bruce’s Food Market 

William’s Drug 

White Cleaners and Dyers, Inc. 

Parker Mueller Service Station 
J. H. Flournoy 

LeComte Rubber Stamp and Stencil Company 
Louisiana Paper Company 
Ne wstadts 
Walton’s 

Swint and Swint Super Market 
Andrew Querbes 
Foremost Dairies 
707 Tire Service 
C & C Electric 

Mr. and Mrs. B. M. Nowery, Sr. 

Fitzgerald Plumbing 
Bankston’s Drug Store 
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DELAWARE PUNCH AND ORANGE CRUSH BOTTLING CO.. 

MEADOWS-DRAUGHON COLLEGE_. 

MRS. WHATLEY’S SNACK SHOP_ 

LEONE’S SHOE SHOP_ 


LACHLE LABORATORY. 
BUILDER’S SUPPLY CO. 
THE FLOWER MART_ 


INC.. 


SHREVEPORT ENGRAVING CO.. 

BAR-BROOK MFG. CO., INC_ 

BOB DAVIS ELECTRIC_ 


ST. ANTHONY’S BOOK STORE. 
KEN T_ 


HEARNE DRY GOODS CO. 
CLARKE’S JEWLERS_ 


RIGHTWAY CLEANERS. 


HOLCOMBE and STEARNS INC. 

RAYE’S DRESS SHOP_ 

HAMEL’S DAIRY_ 


HERBERTS JEWELERS. 
P. F. O’BRIEN_ 


STEVE BENNETT GROCERY AND MARKET. 
DEHAN’S RESTAURANT __ 


WRAY DICKENSON COMPANY. 
CENTENARY DRESS SHOP_ 


ALPHONSE BRENNER COMPANY. 
THE SMART SHOP_ 


LIGHTHOUSE CRAFT SHOP. 
A FRIEND 


. 509 East Kings Highway 
_ Majestic Building 
- 1130 Louisiana Avenue 
_ 2408 Line Avenue 
. 520 Lake Street 
_ P. 0. Box 295, Shreveport, La. 
. 1317 Fairfield 
„ 509 Travis 
. 6135 Linwood Avenue 
. 1612 Market 
. 616 Travis 
. 311 Milam 
. 530 Texas 
. 3916 Youree Drive 
. 209 East 70th Street 
. First National Bank Building 
527 Marshall 
Dixie Garden Drive 
607 Texas 
2720 Fairfield 
917 Travis 
422 Milam 
308 Market 
2625 Centenary Drive 
1229-31 Texas Avenue 
306 Ockley Drive 
1750 Claiborne Avenue 
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